Retroperitoneal feeding tube for peritoneal dialysis patients.
Treatment of the cachetic, hypoalbuminemic, peritoneal dialysis patient represents a vexing patient management problem. In the past, when the cause of inanition was intractable vomiting secondary to gastroparesis, the solution was to create a transperitoneal percutaneous enterogastrostomy. This endoscopic procedure bypassed the nonfunctioning stomach and allowed for adequate nutrition. When hypoalbuminemia is present, the patient is predisposed to the possible complications of peritoneal sepsis, dialysis fluid leak, and wound dehiscence. The authors report a unique, enteric feeding tube that is a solution to the problem of continuing adequate, complication-free dialysis in a cachetic, hypoalbuminemic peritoneal dialysis patient with no available site for either temporary or permanent hemodialysis vascular access. The procedure does not violate the peritoneal cavity and has proven to be effective, acceptable to the patient, apparently safe, and easy for both staff and patient use.